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PROBLEM

Most people don’t know how to build,
maintain, and fix computers.

Calling tech support can be frustrating and time-consuming. Taking
a moment to learn how computers work can save you time and
money in the future.

All-in-one computers look like the complete package, but they’re
really a closed package with limited upgradability. They’re also
difficult to repair outside of the service center.

If you build your own computer, you know every part that’s in it
and can tailor it to fit your needs. It can last a good 7-10 years until
performance upgrades may be necessary.



SOLUTION

A website with guides to buying parts and building computers.
Users and staff can help keep the site information updated with
new product releases. They can also post suggested builds to share
with the Snapcomp community.

Not only will it be easier to find parts, but buy them as well. Users
will be able to buy the lowest priced parts through Snapcomp from
major online retailers.

The goal is to create a more user-friendly way to buy computer parts
online, for first-time PC builders, while also benefitting experienced
PC enthusiasts.

Building your own computer has never
been easier.



COMPETITORS

While PC-building communities exist on websites such as Tom’s
Hardware, they don’t provide a place to choose and buy parts for
computers.

Online retailers such as TigerDirect and Newegg have a great
selection of parts but don’t provide any guidance on what is
necessary to build a PC.

With Snapcomp, you get the best of
tech support and retail.
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SITE MAP
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Safety Select Parts Discussion forums for assembly help Register/Login
Choosing Parts Save and share computer builds Troubleshooting View saved builds
Assembly Guide View users’ builds News Articles Forum Profile

Build Checklist App Buy all parts through Snapcomp, Shipping/Billing Info
from major online retailers



PERSONA 01/ CLAY TILLMAN

AGE 27
OCCUPATION Photographer
DEVICES MacBook Pro, iPhone 5, Playstation 3
TECH SKILL LEVVEL Moderate - Knows the ins and outs of Mac OS and iOS

SCENARIO Wants to build a more powerful platform for photo
editing and gaming

ACCOUNT

Register and create profile

GUIDES

Gain knowledge
Download app

COMMUNITY

Consult experienced users

BUILD
Choose and buy parts

BUILD CHECKLIST APP

Follow guide
Start building




WEBSITE DESIGN / DRAFTS

ES5SNRPCOMP BUILD GUIDES PARTS LOGIN EENRPCOMP | BUILD | GUIDES PARTS LOGIN
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BUILD NAME  Chimera

CHOOSE PARTS R

CM-690 1l Advanced

CASE
CASEFANS CM 92mm

v

Full MOTHERBOARD EVGA P55 SLI

PROCESSOR Intel Core i7 2.93GHz

CM-690 Il Advanced Coolermaster Full

CM-690 11 Advanced Coolermaster Full CRUCOCEERNCRHICY

CM-690 Il Advanced Coolermaster Full MEMORY Corsair 4x2GB

» Mid VIDEO CARD EVGA GTX 580

BUILD YOUR OWN PC > i rowerse Conse s

TEMDRIVE WD 1TB HDD

IN 10 EASY STEPS

0S Windows 8 x64

NEWS COMMUNITY ABOUT

E£SNRPCOMP BUILD | GUIDES | PARTS LOGIN
GUIDES SEARCH GUIDES | safety

UPDATED NAME LEVEL
by SNAPCOM 23/12

R EXETN 0 by SNAPCOMP EEE 10/23/12 10/23/12  Tools & Safety

Bacon ipsum dolor sit amet commodo dolore labore .

exercitation salami aliquip reprehenderit spare ribs adipisicing ¥

<PREVIEW IMAGE> beef ribs aliqua pariatur elit pastrami tail. Filet mignon esse 5

ham hock, chicken in drumstick biltong incididunt ball tip EASY STEPS [feci=ssatoty
fugiat nulla labore. Boudin enim est shank dolr..

Tools & Safety

CHOOSING PARTS [INAeelVl] BEE 102312 | 10000 Teoisssatety

(RS20 NG by SNAPCOMP Emm 10/23/12 10/23/12  Tools & Safety

10/23/12  Tools & Safety

10/23/12  Tools & Safety

10/23/12  Tools & Safety
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WEBSITE DESIGN / DRAFTS

ESENRPCOMP GUIDES PARTS
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a8 G 8taaal

CASE

Full BRAND SIZE
MODEL
CM-690 Il Advanced Coolermaster Full

CM-690 Il Advanced

Mid

Mini

BUILD NAME

CASE

CASE FANS

MOTHERBOARD

PROCESSOR

CPUCOOLER

MEMORY

VIDEO CARD

POWER SUPPLY

SYSTEM DRIVE

OPTICAL DRIVE
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Chimera

CM-690 1l Advanced

CM 92mm

EVGAP555LI

Intel Core i7 2.93GHz

CMH60

Corsair 4x2GB

EVGA GTX 580

Corsair 850W

WD 1TBHDD

HP DVD/RW

Windows 8 x64

COMMUNITY LOGIN

£SNRPCOMP GUIDES
HefEl@sma

1— 2 - —7—8—9—10 CASEFANS CM 92mm

RD EVGAPSSSLI
M Y |MOSTPOPULAR ¥ ntel Core 17 2.93GHz
LER CMH60
Corsair 4x2G8
VIDEOCARD EVGAGTX 580

Corsair 850W

WD 1TB HDD
CM-69011 Advanced Level 10GT ULT40278XT HAF 932 Advanced P DVD/RW
Cooler Master Thermaltake Ultra Cooler Master
Mid (ATX) Full (ATX) Micro (mATX) Full (ATX) €5 Wi
$59.99 $199.99 $59.99 $149.99

CM-69011 Advanced Level 10GT ULT40278 XT HAF 932 Advanced
Cooler Master Ultra Cooler Master
Mid (ATX) Micro (mATX) Full (ATX)
$59.99 $59.99 $149.99

1



WEBSITE DESIGN / HOME

ESENRPCLOMP BUILD GUIDES COMMUNITY LOGIN

sUILD YOUR OWN PC

IN 10 EASY STEPS

NEWS COMMUNITY ABOUT

Assembly Guide Updated n Best video card under $200? Ever wanted to build and maintain your own PC? SNAPCOMP
E NVIDIA GTX 560 vs ATI ﬂ CPU: Intel or AMD? provides you with all the know-how in our simple guides and
B Best SSD for the money n Best CPU under $150? knowledgable community.

Tools & Safety Updated @ SSD or HDD? Get started today!

E NVIDIA GTX 560 vs ATI
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WEBSITE DESIGN / BUILD

FILTERS

LENRPCDOMP
CHOOSE PARTS . B3

CASE

BRAND

BUILD

SORT BY

COMMUNITY

(Sl g K

1—2—3—4—5—6—"7—8—9—10

MOST POPULAR ¥

CM-690 Il Advanced Level 10 GT ULT40278 XT HAF 932 Advanced
Cooler Master Thermaltake Ultra Cooler Master
Mid (ATX) Full (ATX) Micro (mATX) Full (ATX)

$59.99 $199.99 $59.99 $149.99
CM-690 Il Advanced Level 10 GT ULT40278 XT HAF 932 Advanced
Cooler Master Thermaltake Ultra Cooler Master
Mid (ATX) Full (ATX) Micro (mATX) Full (ATX)
$59.99 $199.99 $59.99 $149.99

CASE

LOGIN

The case will house the contents of your
computer. The size of the case determines the
motherboard size and may limit your video
card choices. Larger cases allow more airflow,
and will generally run cooler.

SUMMARY

TOTAL

$59.99

CASE

CASE FANS

MOTHERBOARD

PROCESSOR

CPU COOLER

MEMORY

VIDEO CARD

POWER SUPPLY

SYSTEM DRIVE

OPTICAL DRIVE

oS

CM-690 1l Advanced
CM 92mm

EVGA P55 SLI

Intel Core i7 2.93GHz
CMH60

Corsair 4x2GB

EVGA GTX 580
Corsair 850W

WD 1TB HDD

HP DVD/RW

Windows 8 x64

SAVE SHARE
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MOBILE APP DESIGN / BUILD CHECKLIST

BUILD

CHECKLIST

BUILD CHECKLIST

READY TO BUILD?

LET’S GO!

PROCESSOR CPU COOLER MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
5 6 7

] I,
VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICAL DRIVE
11 12

© B 8§ ©0

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS SYSTEM

-

PROCESSOR

Locate the processor socket on the motherboard and release the
retaining plate as instructed in the motherboard manual.

Remove the plastic socket cover and place the processor in the
socket, aligning the notches on the processor with notches on the

motherboard socket.

Lower the retaining plate and latchit.

PROCESSOR CPUCOOLER MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
7 8

>
VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICAL DRIVE
11

CASEBUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS

-
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CPU COOLER

The CPU cooler mounts on top of the processor and attaches to
the motherboard at four points.

It is sometimes easier to mount the cpu cooler before attaching
the motherboard if there is a backplate for the cooler. Refer to
the CPU cooler manual for mounting instructions.

Check to see if there is pre-applied thermal paste at the contact
plate of the CPU cooler. If not, apply a small drop of the supplied

thermal paste to the plate. Spread it out evenly into a square.

Attach the power cable to the CPU fan header on the
motherboard.

1

PROCESSOR CPUCOOLER MOTHERBOARD
5 7

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE
9 13

©

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS

~

MOBILE APP DESIGN / BUILD CHECKLIST

MOTHERBOARD

The motherboard attaches to the case at mounting points called
standoffs. Screw in the standoffs if they are not in the case.

Place the motherboard onto the standoffs and check how many
match up with the holes on the motherboard. If some standoffs
don’t match up, remove them from the case to prevent the
possibility of a short circuit.

The motherboard should be secured with recommended
minimum of nine screws.

: ;

PROCESSOR MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
5 7 8

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICAL DRIVE
11 12

® T o

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS SYSTEM

-

Depending on the number of memory sticks being installed, they
may be set in different configurations. Refer to the motherboard
manual to see which slots to fill.

Unlock the latches the end of each slot.

Set the memory sticks into the slots evenly, so that both latches
lockin.

1

PROCESSOR MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
5 7 8
]
VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICALDRIVE
9 11

O]

CASEBUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS

-
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VIDEO CARD

Determine which PCI-E slot the video card will go into. The more
space it has around it, the cooler it will be.

Remove the expansion slot cover plate(s) at the back of the case
where the video card’s outputs will protrude. Some video cards
may take up two slots, using one for exhaust.

Insert the video card into the PCI-E slot and make sure it clicks
into place securely. You may need to lift the latch to allow the
video card toslide in.

1

PROCESSOR
5 7

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE
9 13

©

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS
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MOBILE APP DESIGN / BUILD CHECKLIST

POWER SUPPLY

Make sure the power supply switch is OFF (O ).

Set the power supply into the case as shown in the manual and
secure it with at least 3 screws.

The motherboard usually takes two power connections, a 24-pin
for the main board and an 8 or 4-pin connector for the CPU.

The video card may take a 6, 8 (6-pin + 2), or 12-pin (6-pin x 2) PCI
power connection.

: ;

PROCESSOR MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
5 7 8

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICAL DRIVE
11 12

® T o

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS SYSTEM

-

]

Check the case manual to see how to attach the hard drive or
solid-state drive.

The case may come with a tray for the hard drive, or just screws
to attach to a hard drive rack.

Connect a 15-pin SATA power connector to the hard drive.

Attach one end of a SATA cable (usually red, flat) to the hard
drive and the other end to the motherboard.

1

PROCESSOR CPUCOOLER MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
5 7 8

.
VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICAL DRIVE
9 11 12

O] § O

CASEBUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS SYSTEM

-
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MOBILE APP DESIGN / BUILD CHECKLIST

OPTICAL DRIVE

>

The optical drive is usually inserted from the front of the case,
and you may need to remove the case’s front bezel to install it.

Like the hard drive, connect a 15-pin SATA power connector to

the optical drive.

Attach one end of a SATA cable (usually red, flat) to the optical

drive and the other end to the motherboard.

1

PROCESSOR MOTHERBOARD
5 7

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE
9 13

©

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS
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CASE BUTTONS

The case’s power/reset buttons and indicator LEDs connect to
the motherboard's front panel header. Refer to the motherboard
manual to locate the pins.

The POWER SW and RESET SW cables do not have polarity, so
connect them in any orientation.

The SPEAKER, PWR LED, and HDD LED have polarity, so refer to
the manual for correct orientation, if it is not indicated on the
motherboard.

The ends of the cables usually have an inset triangle to indicate
the positive wire, which is usually colored.

: ;

PROCESSOR MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
5 7 8

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE OPTICAL DRIVE
9 11 12

o § ©O

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS SYSTEM
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CASE FANS

Case fans help create airflow inside the case to cool components.

Normally, fans should be installed to pull air from the front or
side of the case and push air out the back.

The intake side of the fan is usually open without obstructions,
while the exhaust side is where the fan motor is mounted.

Attach the fans to the case with screws or plastic rivets.
Connect each fan’s power cable to the motherboard'’s chassis fan

headers, taking care to secure the cables away from the fan
blades.

1

PROCESSOR CPUCOOLER MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
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9 11
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MOBILE APP DESIGN / BUILD CHECKLIST

PERIPHERALS

Once allinternal components have been installed, it's time to
connect basic peripherals such as the monitor, mouse and
keyboard.

The monitor may be able to connect many different cables, but
make sure to find one that matches one of the video card’s
outputs. HDMI, DVI, and DisplayPort will offer the best quality
digital display. HDMI can also output audio, if the monitor and
video card support it. VGA will output an analog signal.

Basic devices such as these will work without drivers, but they
can be installed after the operating system.

1

PROCESSOR
5 7

VIDEO CARD POWER SUPPLY HARD DRIVE
9 11

© <

CASE BUTTONS CASE FANS PERIPHERALS
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OPERATING SYSTEM

Plug in the power cable and turn the power supply ON ( — ). If
there is no indication of power to the motherboard, turn off
power and check the power connections inside.

Press the power button the computer case and wait for the BIOS
setup screen to appear, or press the indicated key to reach setup.
Navigate to the Boot Device Priority page and set the CD/DVD
drive as the first device. Insert the system DVD and exit BIOS.

Once restarted, follow the on-screen instructions to create a new
partition on the hard drive and install the operating system. At
the desktop, start installing drivers for the motherboard, video
card, and any other devices, one at a time.

: ;

PROCESSOR MOTHERBOARD MEMORY
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